
The Family of Samuel Joe Cooper & Alice
Mary Bird

Samuel Joe Cooper was born on 27th August 1885

Alice Mary Bird was born on 20th November 1905 at
Little Wyrley.

Samuel's parents were Joseph Cooper and Elizabeth
Pointon.

Alices Parents were Charles Bird and Alice
Whitbrook.

They were married in 1928 at Cannock

Samuel had been married before to Henrietta Taylor who passed away on January 16th 1922

On the 10th of April 1928 Samuel was married for the second time to Alice Mary Bird at the
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Cannock Registry Office.

Samuel was a 40 year old widower living at Hednesford Road, Norton Canes. Mary was a 23 year
old spinster living at Grove Cottage, Little Wyrley.

They both signed their names and the marriage was witnessed by Ellen Hall & William Cooper.

Sam and Alice lived at 199 Hednesford Road (the house that Sam was already resident in) until
197???
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Samuel and Alice had one daughter, Beryl, born on the 23rd of March 1929 - married Alan Whorton
in 1950 .

Beryl was christened at the Methodist Chapel in Norton Canes on April 22nd 1929
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The family can be seen here together in 1929 - Sam on the left with Mary in the centre, Maurice on
the right (Sam's son by his first wife) and their daughter Beryl aged just 4 months

In 1932 the family celebrated the 21st birthday of Sam's son from his first marriage - Maurice
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In the 1939 Census we can see Samuel and Alice living at 199 Hednesford Road, Norton Canes

0.5 - Samuel Joe Cooper and Alice Mary Bird file:///L:/Family%20Tree/FTreeWPage/CooperBird/cooperbird%20...

5 of 21 18/10/2024, 07:38



Samuel is aged 54 at this time and documented as being a general labourer in the coal mine with
Alice being 37 and performing unpaid domestic duties.

Their daughter Beryl is blacked out due to census restrictions
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Next door to the are the Pritchard family who rented the other half of the house from them

They held their Silver Wedding Anniversary in 1953 and the family gathered together as can be
seen in this photograph

The photos below show four generations in the early 1950's
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This picture was taken in the lane alongside the house looking out across the Hednesford Road - we
are not sure who all the children are but grandson Andrew is at the front
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and this one is of Andrew with a few local children (including Jayne Taylor) - not sure where it was
taken

The following photos were all taken at 199 Hednesford Road, Norton Canes in 1966
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Sam loved his garden and provided the family with vegetables all year round - until he was in his
late 90s !!
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And he had his favourite chair in the corner

In 197??? Sam and Mary moved to a bungalow at 15 Jerome Road, Norton Canes - a move of just
half a mile from the house in Hednesford Road

.
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Samuel celebrated his hundredth birthday in 1985 - a big day for him with all the family visiting and
telegrams from the Queen and Secretary of State
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 -

The following letter was received from Percy Shaw - A Local Ex Councilor
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And Then at 101 !
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And 102 !

Mary suffered a serious stroke combined with heart attacks in 1986 and, as a result they had to
move into Nearfield House Care Home, Lichfield

Mary died, aged 81, in Nearfield House at 6:15 pm on January 18th 1987
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She was buried at Norton Canes Church. on January 23rd 1987
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Samuel lived on for another year in Nearfield House Care Home and died, aged 102, in the care
home at 12:55 pm on the 8th of January 1988

He was buried alongside Mary at Norton Canes Church. on January 15th 1988
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The entries in the church book of remembrance as shown below :-
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Samuel left a Will as shown below but, of course, the main Beneficiary, his wife, was already dead
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