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The Family of Samuel Joe Cooper & Alice
Mary Bird

Samuel Joe Cooper was born on 27" August 1885

Alice Mary Bird was born on 20" November 1905 at
Little Wyrley.

Samuel's parents were Joseph Cooper and Elizabeth
Pointon.

Alices Parents were Charles Bird and Alice
Whitbrook.

They were married in 1928 at Cannock

Samuel had been married before to Henrietta Taylor who passed away on January 16th 1922

On the 10t of April 1928 Samuel was married for the second time to Alice Mary Bird at the
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Samuel was a 40 year old widower living at Hednesford Road, Norton Canes. Mary was a 23 year
old spinster living at Grove Cottage, Little Wyrley.

They both signed their names and the marriage was witnessed by Ellen Hall & William Cooper.

Sam and Alice lived at 199 Hednesford Road (the house that Sam was already resident in) until
197277

18/10/2024, 07:38



0.5 - Samuel Joe Cooper and Alice Mary Bird file://L:/Family%20Tree/FTreeWPage/CooperBird/cooperbird%20...

Samuel and Alice had one daughter, Beryl, born on the 23rd of March 1929 - married Alan Whorton
in 1950 .

—
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Beryl was christened at the Methodist Chapel in Norton Canes on April 22nd 1929
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The family can be seen here together in 1929 - Sam on the left with Mary in the centre, Maurice on
the right (Sam's son by his first wife) and their daughter Beryl aged just 4 months

In 1932 the family celebrated the 21st birthday of Sam's son from his first marriage - Maurice
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In the 1939 Census we can see Samuel and Alice living at 199 Hednesford Road, Norton Canes
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Samuel is aged 54 at this time and documented as being a general labourer in the coal mine with
Alice being 37 and performing unpaid domestic duties.

Their daughter Beryl is blacked out due to census restrictions
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Next door to the are the Pritchard family who rented the other half of the house from them

They held their Silver Wedding Anniversary in 1953 and the family gathered together as can be
seen in this photograph

The photos below show four generations in the early 1950's
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This picture was taken in the lane alongside the house looking out across the Hednesford Road - we
are not sure who all the children are but grandson Andrew is at the front
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and this one is of Andrew with a few local children (including Jayne Taylor) - not sure where it was
taken

The following photos were all taken at 199 Hednesford Road, Norton Canes in 1966
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Sam loved his garden and provided the family with vegetables all year round - until he was in his
late 90s !!
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And he had his favourite chair in the corner

In 197?777 Sam and Mary moved to a bungalow at 15 Jerome Road, Norton Canes - a move of just
half a mile from the house in Hednesford Road
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Samuel celebrated his hundredth birthday in 1985 - a big day for him with all the family visiting and
telegrams from the Queen and Secretary of State

3 ks 2
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| | quite active for his a e, he

f enjoys working in the gar- &

Sam’s bloomin great

and he's
100

AT the turn of ‘his century’
and still an active garden-

er.

‘That's Mr Samuel Coop-
er, of Jerome Road, Norton
Canes, who will be 100’
'years old on Tuesday!

But despite the passing
of the years Mr Cooper is
still most happy when he's
domg his bit of gardening.
He's lived in on :
Canes all his life, hsv%g nl
-workéd as a miner for
F&fs it the old Jerome

lliery, which closed
down some years ago.

Mr Cooper has been
married for 53 years and
has two grand children and |
one great grandchild.

His wife Alice said: “He's

eats and sleeps well and #8

den.

w

o P ug

Sam Cooper made a  The champagne reception He digs u.e ¥nrden and
provides

big concession on his Wwas staged by Mick and amily with
100th birthday — he Jenny Bensley, at the Yew vcg::hlm."
who worked for 50
:‘:log "led ? glmt l:)r ton Canes, yesterday. years l'nonly at the village’s
y- from e Sam and his ”Ye-r—old Conduit mine, outlived the
landlady at his local. ""9 Alice already had first Yew Tree pub which
.But moments later the fit ipnﬁy in full swing “ was replaced 11 years ago.
old miner was back on his B ungalow nearby. When asked the secret of
favourite mild beer, saying: b“: he was lured to the his long life he said: “I
“I enjoyed my first pint in EBUP for a time by grandson haven'’t got any secrets —
L A R .
I'd started work in the Pit g5o4 but he's still pretty e B R 3

in Jerome Road, Nor-

The following letter was received from Percy Shaw - A Local Ex Councilor
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And Then at 101 !
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And 102!

Sam reaches grand
old age of 102!

WHEN former miner Samuel At the grand age of 101,
Cooper  moved  into who lived in Norton
Lichfield’s Nearfield House Canes, was one of several
last October he was-already residents to reach the ton
a member O a rather up. |

exclysie St Now he has celebrated
another birthday, making
him one of the oldest at
Nearfield old people’s home.

Last Thursday, he was
guest of honour at a special
party attended by everyone
at the home and members of
Sam’s family.

Staff baked a special
celebration cake and Sam
who used to enjoy
gardening, walching
television and doing the
pools, before his eyesight
became too poor, shared a

few reminiscences with
other “club” members.

Being 101 is piee of cake ,

&

file://L:/Family%20Tree/FTreeWPage/CooperBird/cooperbird%20...

Birthday celebrations begin with congratulations from
officer in charge at Nearfield House Susan Donnelly and her
deputy Pauline Davis for 102-year-old Sam Cooper.

i

Mary suffered a serious stroke combined with heart attacks in 1986 and, as a result they had to

move into Nearfield House Care Home, Lichfield

Mary died, aged 81, in Nearfield House at 6:15 pm on January 18th 1987
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o L"..':'«W 4 o S
. Cert.
R.B.D. OF AN ENTRY

CERTIFIED COPY
Pursuant to the Births and

Deaths Registration Act 1953

Administrative area
Registration district UCHHE’—D COUNTY oF
Sub-district LICE ) S TAFFORDS IRE

1. Date and place of death Sighteenth January, 1987.
Nearfield House, Lichfield. |
| *5%  Female

2. Name and suname £

4. Maiden surname
BIRD

of wom

Alice Mary COOPER has marrie

5. Date and place of birth 20th November, 1905.
Brownhills, West Midlands.

& Occupation and usual address Wife of Samuel Joseph COOPER
a Coal Miner (retired).

Nearfield House, Lichfield, Staffordshire.

[ ®) Qualification

7. (a) Nameand surname of informant

Beryl Mary WEORTON 1 Daughter

(€) Usual address
148, lazy Hill Road, Aldridge, West Midlands.

8. Cause of death

la, Cerebrovascular Accident.

b. Atherosclerosis.

II. Previous C,V,A,
Previous Myocardial infarct.

Certified by:- I,T, Harrington., M,B,

9. Tcentify that the s by me al re Aok my sl ol
¥ thal the particulars given by me above are truc 1o the be f my knowledge and belief.
B, Teert ¥ knowledg e

B.M. Whorton, Signature

of informant

10. Date of registration

: | 1. Signature of registra
Twentieth January, 1987, \ J. Cole, - ;" i
| » Registrar,

Certified to be TUE copy of an entry N 4 registe; Custa
at i
areg y
stody

(’/‘ ~

Registrar ~ 20.1.87,

Date |X 698488

She was buried at Norton Canes Church. on January 23rd 1987

TELEPHONE: 263138
HOME: 251883

HOME: 254832 25 BIRD STREET  LICHFIELD

o/
D Wi / 7 /m/)

FUNERAL DIRECTORS ORDINARY ACCOUNT MONTHLY
£ p.

£i44
fitt
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Samuel lived on for another year in Nearfield House Care Home and died, aged 102, in the care
home at 12:55 pm on the 8th of January 1988

Nett is an offence to (aléify
ey 2 e S
be
:'vlm '“m. (’.‘.ﬁa.. Wnarwing i
authority.

OF AN ENTRY

D COPY :
S Deaths Registration Act 1953

Pursuant to the Births and

Entry 4
DEATH Eny 266 |
Administrative area

Registration district LICHFIELD COUNTY OF

Sub-district STAF RD‘"“RR
LICHFIELD STAFFORDOIHH

1. Date and place of death Bizhth January, 1988.

Nearfield House, Lichfield.

= 3. Sex
2. Nameand surname Male

2 4. Maiden surname
Sammel Joe COOPER e T

has marned

5. Dateand place of birth 27t hugust, 1885,

Cannock, Staffordshire.

6. Occupation and usual address
Coal Miner (wnderground). retired,

ooeas ~
Hearfield House, Stafford Rozd, Lichfield, Staffordshire,
7. (a) Name andsurname of informant
Beryl Mary WEORTON

() Usual address

148, lazy Rill Road, Aldridge,

(b) Qualification

Daughter

Walsall, West Midlends.

8. Caus¢ of death

la, Cerebrovasenlar Accident,

b. Senile Atherosclerosis,

Certifieq by LT, Harrington, M,B
gwon, M,B,

« Mhorton, f'Si’wwm
: Ot inform;
1. Signature of registrar —

J- Cole, Registrar,

Registrar - 11.1,28,

Date Y 893636

He was buried alongside Mary at Norton Canes Church. on January 15th 1988
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TELEPHONE: 263138

HOME: 251883
HOME: 254832 25 BIRD STREET  LICHFIELD
creerenen SEOUERY e 19 .88...
M.Reps.late.lMr. S.J.Caoper
O D Waic f D, Waic)
FUNERAL DIRECTORS ORDINARY ACCOUNT MONTHLY
£ P.
15th January 1988,
To furnishing funeral for the late Mr S.J.Cooper
including polished oak coffin fitted with N.P.furniture
lined flannel frill gown.l oak urn and engraved plate.
Removal of body from Nearfield House to chapel of rest.
Supplying Hearse,l Limousine and bearers.Making
arrangements for funeral. 392 00.
2 Doctors Fees. 39 30.
Cremation Fees at Streetly Crematorium. 50
A
Church charges a2t Norton Canes Parish C,hurchq / 75 0
2 £ O -
Pop & 5 556 3

The entries in the church book of remembrance as shown below :-
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Samuel left a Will as shown below but, of course, the main Beneficiary, his wife, was already dead

@»zéa@?/k& 25

dahll
,//

SAMUEL JOSEFH COOPER

of 15 Jerome Road Norton
Canes Cannock in the County
of Stafford

Gardner I1iff & Dowding
Solicitors,
Cannock.
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" Whis is the last Q@ill

TESTAMMNT of me SAMUEL JOSSPH COOPSR of 15 Jerome

Road Norton Canes Cannock in the County of Stafford

1, I HEREBY REVOKE all fomer Wills and

testamentary instruments at any time heretofore made

by me
2ls, I APPOINT my Wife ALICE MARY COOPHR to be the

sole Executrix of this my Will and I GIVE DEVISE AND

BEQUEATH all my estate both real and personal of
whatsoever nature or kind and wheresoever situate affer
payment of my debts funeral and testamentary expense
unto her for her own sole use and benefit absolutely
PROVIDED ALWAYS that should my said Wife Alice Mary
cooper predecease me or not survive me for the
period of twenty eight days then the foregoing
provisions shall not apply and in lieu thereof the
following provisions shall take effect — ————r

I APPOINT my Daughter BERYL MARY WHORTON and

her husband ALAN Sesme WHORTON both of 148 Lazy Hill

Road Aldridge in the County of West Midlands

(hereinafter called "my Trustees") to be the
Executors and Trustees of this my Will —

45 I DEVISE AND BiQUEATH all my estate both real

and personal whatsoever and wheresoever after paymen
thereout of my just debts funeral and testamentary
expenses and any duby and taxes howsoever arising
by reason of my death unto my Trustees upon trust
to sell call in and convert the same into money
with power to postpone the sale calling in and
conversion thereof so long as they shall in their
absolute discretion think fit without being liable

for loss —
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MY Trustees shall hold the net proceeds of sale

and my ready money upon trust for my Daughter the

said BERYL MARY WHORTON absolutely PROVIDED THAT if

my said Daughter Beryl Mary Whorton shall predecease
me or not survive me for the period of twenty eight
days leaving children living at my death then such
children shall take and if more than one in equal

shares the share which his her or their parent would

have taken hadshe survived me

I:N WITNESS whereof I have reunto
set my hand this 771@&4/ day of

One thousand nine hundred and eighty one

F I bortn

S I1GNED by the sald DANUDL JOb“PH COOPER as

and for his last Will in the presence of us both
being present at the same time who at his request
in his presence and in the presence of each other
have hereunto subscribed our names as witnesses
after the same had been audibly and accurately
read over to him by me the undersigned RANDOLPH

JOHN CRITCHLOW when he appeared perfectly to

understanﬁé?nd anprove of the contents thereof /Zl

B i e i g

S 3 Oaunly

1 Salcenbe Clese
;7 G Canneck Stoofs .

/&/M Sol ¢ kors Clery .
Yool Scceustn

file://L:/Family%20Tree/FTreeWPage/CooperBird/cooperbird%20...

18/10/2024, 07:38



